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DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITION UNDERWAY 
 
Mayotte’s population has seen a threefold increase since 1985 and stands at 212,645 according to the latest census conducted by 
INSEE in August 2012. Two-thirds of the island’s population are under 30 according to the 2007 census. However, this sharp 
increase, which is due to an extremely high birth rate, a low mortality rate and a high level of immigration, has been slowing down 
since 1997. The average annual population growth rate (+2.7%), measured between 2007 and 2012, does nevertheless remain 
higher than in Réunion (+1.5%), but is close to the rate in the Comoros (+2.4%). According to census operations, net migration 
was widely positive between 1997 and 2002, but the latest available statistics show that it became negative between 2002 and 
2007. Population density (570 inhabitants per km² in 2012) is the highest in the region after Mauritius (640 inhabitants per km²) 
and the highest among French departments, excluding Île-de-France. The share of population of foreign nationality reached 40.7% 
in July 2007, roughly a third were born in Mayotte.  
 

Demographic indicators Mayotte France(1)

Population (2012, millions for France) 212,645 65.8

Percentage of under 20s  (2007) 54.3 24.7

Percentage of 20-59 year-olds (2007) 42.0 51.5

Percentage of aged 60 and over (2007) 3.7 23.8

Population density (inhab./km², 2012) 570 115(2)

Annual average population growth rate (%, 2007-2012) 2.7 0.6(3)

Birth rate (for 1,000 inhab., 2007) 41.2 12.6

Mortality rate (for 1,000 inhab., 2007) 3.1 8.7

Infant  mortality rate  (for 1,000 births, 2007) 13.5 3.5

Total fertility rate (2007)  5.0 2.01

Life expectancy at birth for women (Years, 2007) 73.0 84.8

Life expectancy at birth for men (Years, 2007) 73.0 78.4

(1) INSEE 2012 population survey (population at 01/01/2013); (2) Population density in 
mainland France in 2011; (3) Between 2003 and 2013. 
Source: INSEE. 

 

 
 

ECONOMY AT A GLANCE 
  

In 2009 (last available data), Mayotte’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) stood at EUR 1,396m. It rose by an 
annual average of 11% between 2005 and 2009. The 
institutional sector of public administrations is the main 
contributor to wealth creation in Mayotte (50.5% of GDP, 
up 1.5 points compared to 2005). The added value 
created by companies over the same period fell by 2 
points (22.6% in 2009), while that of households 
(including individual companies) rose slightly (26.9% in 

2009). These two institutional sectors experienced dynamic development between 2005 and 2009 and make a significant 
contribution to growth. Consumption continues to be the main driver of Mayotte’s economy. 

Despite this extremely dynamic growth between 2005 and 2009, Mayotte’s 2009 GDP per capita remained four times lower than 
in mainland France over the same year. It is eight times higher than in the Comoros. 

Key economic indicators Mayotte France(2)

GDP (billions of constant euros, 2009) 1.4(1) 2,032.3
GDP growth rate (%, constant euros, 2005-2009) 11.0(1) 0.0
GDP per capita (constant euros, 2009) 6,575(1) 31,059
State expenditure in the Territory (in % of GDP, 2009) 34.1 -
Debt of local authorities (% of GDP, 2009) 9.8 8.5(3)

(1) Cerom estimations, in constant euros; (2) In 2012; (3) Public debt notified or in the 
sense of Maastricht. 
Sources: INSEE, Customs, Employment Agency, Cerom, AFD, General Treasury, Region, 
Department. 

Volatile prices 
 
Mayotte’s consumer price index (CPI) is more volatile than in 
mainland France. One of the impacts of the economic 
development of the island and the improvement in the 
standard of living is an increased demand for goods. This 
demand, combined with the high shipment costs and the 
increase in world commodity and hydrocarbon prices, 
contributes to pushing up general price levels. Variations in 
the CPI are mainly due to changes in prices for services, 
food products and beverages. 
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Labour market marked by transition towards a service economy 

 
Employment is marked by the island’s transformation to a service economy. Employment in the service sector is developing at a 
faster pace than in the primary and secondary sectors and accounts for over 80% of job offers registered by the Employment 
Agency. Public administrations are the largest employer (54% of total employment, 50.4% of job offers in 2012) and the private 
sector is experiencing rapid development. The unemployment rate was estimated at 17.6% in 2009. However, this figure 
underestimates the full extent of unemployment on the island. Indeed, ILO criteria for defining unemployment create an extremely 
strong “halo” around unemployment in Mayotte, with 29,300 inactive people wanting to work who are not included as being 
unemployed by ILO. Unemployment is mainly due to the mismatch between professional qualifications and the needs of the 
productive sector. 

 

Employment 2002 2007 Trend 07/02(1)

Total employment 31,514 37,910 3.8%

Self-employment 7,879 12,889 10.3%

Paid employment 23,636 25,021 1.1%

Agriculture 2,127 2,002 -1.2%

Industry 945 1,251 5.8%

Construction 2,364 2,002 -3.3%

Trade 3,309 3,002 -1.93%

Market services  4,254 3,753 -2.48%

Non-market services 7,800 9,007 2.92%

Activity related to casual jobs 2,836 4,003 7.14%

(1) Average annual trend.  

Source: INSEE.   
 

 

 

Trade balance structurally in deficit 
 

Trade is characterised by a very strong predominance of imports. The structural deficit of the trade balance is becoming more 
marked year by year. This trend can be explained both by the continuous increase in imports due to the rise in living standards 
and the household equipment rate, and by the low level of exports, which show uneven trends. Mainland France is the main 
trade partner, both for imports and exports of Mayotte’s specific products. The Comoros are Mayotte’s second largest client, 
mainly for re-exports of goods.  

 

Import values (in thousands of euros) 2012 

Other industrial products 100,414  
Capital goods 44,874  
Transport equipment 27,476  
Agricultural, fishery and aquaculture products  2,225  
Publishing and communication products  2,463  
Products from agrifood industries 76,390  
Refined petroleum products and coke 72,716  
Other 206  

Total 326,764 

Sources: Regional Customs Department, IEDOM calculations.   
 

 

Export values (in thousands of euros) 2012 

Other industrial products 2,144  
Capital goods 1,523  
Transport equipment 2,334  
Agricultural, fishery and aquaculture products 493  
Products from agrifood industries 232  
Natural hydrocarbons 535  
Other 13  

Total 7,275  

Sources: Regional Customs Department, IEDOM calculations.   
 

 
MAIN SECTORS OF ACTIVITY 
 
Key sector indicators 2012 2012/2002(1) 

Cement imports (thousands of euros) 8,063 8.0% 
Number of building permit requests 1,303 4.3%
Passenger traffic at Dzaoudzi Airport 267,030 6.4%
Passenger traffic at Mayotte port 923 -17.2%
Number of establishments (hotel stock) 70 5.0% 
Number of beds 1,108 4.4% 

(1) Average annual growth rate.     
Sources: Tourism Committee, Customs Department, civil aviation, DEAL, port management. 

Mayotte’s economic fabric mainly comprises very small 
units (90% of active companies have less than 
5 employees). There are about 500 “large 
corporations” (i.e. with an annual turnover in excess of 
EUR 150,000). The trade, transport and personal 
services sectors account for 58% of the added value of 
large corporations. 
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Construction and public works, a strategic sector in decline 
 

The construction industry has been one of the engines of Mayotte’s 
economy over the past ten years, with activity driven both by public 
procurement (significant needs for infrastructure) and private demand 
(population growth and increase in incomes). In 2007, the sector 
employed 10% of registered employees and accounted for about 16% 
of the added value of large companies in 2005. Since 2008, the 
construction activity has deteriorated significantly due to the slowdown 
in construction and housing sales and delays in the start-up (or 
absence) of large-scale projects. With an extremely low level of orders 
and the widespread lengthening of payment periods, particularly by 
local authorities, many companies have had to reduce their workforce 
or close. However, there were some signs of an upturn at the end of 
2012, although the situation does remain fragile and activity is below 
the 2008 level.  
 

 

Tourism, untapped potential 
 

In 2012, tourism accounted for about 7% of active companies in Mayotte 
and employed less than 2% of the workforce. Tourism remains limited, 
despite the island’s potential for natural and cultural tourism. This sector 
suffers from the low level of reception facilities, in terms of both quality 
and quantity, combined with the lack of qualifications of the workforce. It 
is also limited by the fact that the destination has only recently been 
promoted and by the high cost of air travel. However, for Mayotte, 
tourism is a sector of activity with great potential to create added value 
and employment. A Tourism Development Master Plan was defined for 
Mayotte in 2006, with the aim of reaching a target of between 120,000 
and 150,000 visitors a year by 2020.  The current number of tourist visits 
is, however, way off these objectives, with only 45,800 tourists in 2012 
(-5.0% year on year). The Departmental Tourism Committee is 
continuing its promotion activities and is taking part in regional and 
national events in order to sell Mayotte as a destination. 

FINANCING OF THE ECONOMY 
 

There are seven locally established banking institutions: AFD and OSEO, three commercial banks (Banque française commerciale 
Océan Indien, Banque de La Réunion and Banque Postale) and two mutual or cooperative banks (BRED-BP and CRCA). Other 
establishments do, however, operate directly from Réunion or mainland France, without necessarily having a local branch.  
In 2012, the activity of financing the economy, which had been in decline at the beginning of the year, saw an upturn in the third 
quarter and accompanied the sharp increase in the Business Confidence Index (BCI). This improvement was subsequently 
confirmed at the end of the year, driven by the positive trend for business investment loans and, as always, home loans to 
households. Consequently, the growth in outstanding performing loans seen in 2010 (+0.5%) and 2011 (+2.2%) increased further 
in 2012 (+4.3%), but remains well below the 2007-2008 level (over 30%). The upturn in 2012 was driven by the continued high 
level of business investment, both in terms of investment loans (26.4% increase in outstanding loans) and real estate financing 
(+6.9%). Home financing for households also contributed to overall growth and rose by 11.1%, after +5.8% in 2011. Finally, risk 
at the local level increased regularly from 2008 onwards, due to the impact of the economic and financial crisis (6% of total 
outstanding loans impaired at the end of December 2012, against 3.3% at the end of 2007).  
 
Key financial indicators 2002 2012 Key financial indicators (in millions of euros) 2002 2012
Number of bank branches 9 26  Total financial assets held1 210.3 430.0
Number of ATMs 23 55  Incl. companies 56.5 139.9
Number of current accounts 20,191 53,328  Incl. households 60.6 208.2
Number of special savings accounts 34,693 65,214  Performing outstanding loans of economic agents1 306.3 779.0
Number of deposit accounts 196 565  Incl. companies 150.8 307.5
Total number of accounts 55,080 119,118  Incl. households 62.5 257.6
Rate of use of banking system 35% 56%  Incl. local authorities 86.4 171.8
Number of cases of overindebtedness 0 12 Rate of doubtful loans1 2 2.6% 6.0%
Source: IEDOM.        
1 With all credit institutions (established locally or not). 
2 Doubtful loans/total outstanding loans. 
 

 
N.B.: The data used in this note are as of 31st December 2012, unless specified otherwise. 
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